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by Fr. Jerry Smith, Rector

I

n my first ministry I worked with a
rector who took Advent very
seriously. Part of my responsibility
was to plant a new church in a growing
part of the city, and as an evangelistic
method, a group of community
members decided to invite residents to
our Christmas services and used familiar
Christmas carols as the “hook”. When
the rector found out, I was hauled up on
the carpet and given my first lesson
(read: lecture) in serious liturgical
theology.

“I am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.
This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.”
John 15:5,8 NIV

I loved Fr Bill and probably learned
more from him about real ministry than
from anyone else, but there was no ‘flex’
room in his life when it came to the
boundaries of each of the seasons of the
church year.

Our Mission

Advent was a season of preparation and
Christmas was for celebration: end of
sentence!

We are a family of believers
(kingdom community), on a journey
to the fulfillment of our
God-given purpose.

The truth is though, our culture begins
to use the Christmas message as an
advertising gimmick from the first of
November. Christmas becomes a

Our mission is:
1) To bring people to know
Jesus Christ;

Continued on page 3

2) To provide clear and life-changing
discipleship training;
Above: One of the new
banners in the sanctuary.
Left: The creche on the first
Sunday of Advent.
Photos by Chris Somerville

3) To help people discern their life’s
purpose and provide
opportunities for them to fulfill
that purpose in ministry and
mission. The fruit of our endeavor
is that God be glorified in all the
world (worship).
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This month we
are happy to introduce 2
new columns, “Oﬀ the Record”
and “Film School at Home”. Let us
know what you think.

C

St. B’s Bookstore:
Allison Hardwick, Manager

Preschool & Mother’s Day Out:
Suzy Floyd, Preschool Director
Mary Ellen Ratcliffe, Preschool Exec. Assistant

Music:
Eric Wyse, Director of Music
Tom Howard, Associate Music Director
Teresa Robinson, Administrative Assistant
Henry Martin, Sound Engineer

“Off the Record” will explore musical
oﬀerings from those within the St. B’s
family and beyond.

“Film School at Home” is a tool to encourage
our community to engage film with eyes and ears
for dialogue. Each issue will provide a film
suggestion, along with recommended scripture
passages and family discussion questions.

Vestry Members
Andy Valentine, senior warden
Charlie Reasor, junior warden
Greg Daniel, Dick Jewell, Vanessa Hardy, Adam
Wirdzek, Carmen Hall, Dorman Burtch, Denise
Kemp, Jud Laughter, Ashley MacLachlan, Paul Miller,
Charlie Reasor. (Officers: Dan Cleary, treasurer and
Gary Mumme, clerk)
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Submissions for the next issue of
The Branch must be submitted no
later than January 1. Articles can
be sent to: editor@stbs.net
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An Invitation to Wait (continued from cover)
Disciplines for the Season of Advent
genuine ‘moveable’ feast. The dates
move to assist the goal of sales.
I find myself attempting to walk an
almost impossible line between
understanding the need to make a
season of authentic preparation
particularly for full spiritual benefit,
and recognizing that our society just
can’t seem to wait as it needs the
excuse to celebrate by gathering with
family and friends and experience the
joy of this time of the year. Better a
mid-winter festival that has some
Christian influence than one that
won’t give Jesus the time of day.
But how do we make Advent
meaningful when by the 25th of
December most all of the oﬃce parties
and school concerts will be over? How
do we maintain some spiritual focus
when there are more demands on our
time during this time of the year than
any of the others?
Discipline and focus are diﬃcult at the
best of times, and we may find it
particularly tough this time of year.
But for followers of Jesus to gain the
most of this time, and frankly, to
maintain some resemblance of peace
(maybe even sanity) it becomes a
necessity rather than an option.
I invite you to the observance of a holy
Advent. Advent is a season similar to
Lent, but with more emphasis on
“waiting”. It is a time of increased
spiritual preparedness, marked with
intentional prayer, study of scripture,
focused worship, serious selfexamination and, if deemed
appropriate, fasting and self-denial.
These are traditional ways to prepare
ourselves for increased intimacy with
God and above all else, this is a
primary goal of this cycle of the
Christian year.

Have you even
given any
thought to your
spiritual
preparation this
season? Chances
Rector
are that you have
already begun to
think about the
other demands
Maybe one of the questions we ought
of the season. Our family has already
to ask during Advent is, “Is this
had its first Christmas event when
necessary or can it wait?” Another
Marjie and I visited our children and
might be, “Does this enhance my walk

KINGDOM TALK
by Fr. Jerry Smith

with Christ, or does it clutter my life
so that Jesus is harder to find?”

I invite you to the
observance of a holy
Advent. Advent is a
season similar to Lent,
but with more emphasis
on “waiting”. It is a time
of increased spiritual
preparedness, marked
with intentional prayer,
study of scripture,
focused worship, serious
self-examination and, if
deemed appropriate,
fasting and self-denial.

As much as this might increase the
tension of an already complicated time,
the invitation of God during the
Advent season is to de-clutter our lives
so that Jesus might be given even more
room to be the primary influence. It
might be reasonable to think that this
will also cause the angels to sing as
they harmonized that first Christmas
morn!
Wishing you a Blessed Advent,

You may contact
Jerry Smith at:
jerrysmith@stbs.net

grandchildren in mid-November. It
was the only time we were going to be
able to see them until sometime in the
new year. As much as I think my old
mentor, Fr Bill, would be disappointed
that we compromised the integrity of
Christmas (Advent too) it was
something we needed to do.

Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net
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Jesus Dojo: Wilderness
A Fall 2009 Retreat

I

n my opinion, Christian
discipleship should look a lot less
like a classroom and more like a
karate studio. I say this because the
former is a place one goes to learn facts
and theories, while the latter is the
place one goes to actually do what they

A MISSIONAL LIFE

learn. The name
for these kind of
karate studios is
Assistant Rector for Youth & Young Adult Formation
dojo. It comes
from the mash up
of two words
and use them as co-teachers in our
Japanese words meaning “place” and
spiritual formation. As such,
“pursuit or way”. Ergo, a dojo is
everywhere we go, everything we do
“a place where you learn the
and say, works together to shape us
way”. I find this to be an
into the rhythms, practices and
exciting description of how
customs of the Gospel.
Christian discipleship should
function. It is about more than And it’s fun too!
simply learning facts about
This year, our theme was the very real
God. It instead resembles the
Christian experience of “wilderness”.
life-long pursuit of “a way” of
From the Biblical stories of exodus,
being. Christian formation is
exile and Jesus’ temptation, to the
about training in the way of
desert fathers and St. John
Jesus.
Chrysostom’s Dark Night of the Soul,
Therefore, when our youth
wilderness experiences have been a
ministry goes away on retreat
potent reality for followers of Christ.
each fall, we call these
But how do we deal with our own
experiences of desolation? What kind
weekends Jesus Dojo’s. The
whole thing is meant to serve
of formation does the desert provide
as a space where the
and how do we find sustenance
community learns the way of
in suﬀering?
our master teacher for life,
To answer these and other questions,
Jesus Christ. Each weekend is
St Paul’s Franklin, St. George’s, Church
constructed to take unique
Continued on next page
experiences and locales
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by Fr. Dixon Kinser
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Jesus Dojo (continued from page 4)
of the Good Shepherd and St. B’s all
went away together into the woods,
and then, during that time we pushed
into learning this way of the cross at
water falls, bon fires, dinner parties
and football games. Our weekend was
rich, restful and invigorating. The
pictures are meant to tell the tale.
If anyone would like to join us on a
Jesus Dojo in the future, email Dixon
and we’ll be happy to have you come
along. Thanks for reading and being a
community that encourages this kind
of spiritual formation among its
teenagers.
Peace indeed.

Photos by Julia Carruthers-Thorne & Chris Somerville
Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net
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Film School at Home - Millions
T

he purpose of this new column is to
encourage our community to
engage film with eyes and ears for
dialogue. Today’s popular movies may be our
most common and accessible form of art in
our culture; therefore we ought to wrestle
with the ideas and content found within
them. Our hope is that we can use them to
learn about who we are and what kind of
world we live in. In these conversations
and contemplations there is formation. This
column exists to move that formation into
the way of Jesus.

FILM SCHOOL AT HOME
by Steven Lefebvre
Assistant Director of Youth & College Formation

the home’s matriarch and work out
their new life together. With its
themes of faith, family and charity
this movie is a perfect film to add
to your Christmas movie collection.

The Film: Millions (2004)
Rated PG (for language and
elements of sensuality, not
recommended for children under 9)
Directed by Danny Boyle

Millions is a film about two young
brothers who find a duﬄe bag full
of British pounds and the moral
and ethical questions that follow.
Damian, the younger brother,
argues they should give the money
to the poor. Anthony, Damian’s
older brother argues that they
should invest the money and spend
it on themselves. The conflict is
further heightened by the urgency
of quickly getting rid of the money
because the country is days away
from switching from the British
pound to the Euro right in the
middle of the Christmas shopping
season. There is madness at the
banks as people are in a rush to
dispense of their soon-to-be
worthless cash. The heart and soul
of this movie is further propelled in
the family dynamic as the two boys
and their father grieve the loss of

Passages to Consider:
Mark 10:17-29
Mark 4:1-19

Discussion *Spoiler Alert*
This movie really brings to the
forefront some rather hot-button
issues concerning our relationship
with money and consumerism.
Everything from the way the
money brings out the paranoia in

Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net

Anthony, to the frenzy at the
banks, to the way Christmas is
corrupted in the department store
commercials. In this film you
cannot escape the fact that our
culture really struggles with how
we should relate with our money.
At the end of the story, Damian’s
mother puts it best when she says
that “money complicates things.”
Why does money make things so
complicated? How does our
relationship with our wealth make
it more diﬃcult to be in concert
with the way of Jesus? Why is what
we do with and how we spend our
money so important?
I also found it rather touching to
engage Damien’s naivety, as he
thinks that the money is a blessing
from God. However, the film really
speaks truth, as the focus turns not
on Damien’s gratitude but on his
level of anxiety as he searches to
give the money away. What is a
blessing? What are ways that you
have been blessed? How is
Damien’s heart in concert with the
way of Jesus? What does Jesus say
about our blessings?
Finally, I really believe that this
film has a lot to say about grieving.
How does each character deal with
loss? How does the way each
character process their grief eﬀect
the way they relate with one
another and to the bag of money?
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Mark Your Calendar

ECW Advent Party:

Monday, December 7, 6:00PM
This year's ECW Advent party will be held on Monday, Dec. 7,
6:00-8:00PM, at the Mahan's home at 228 Chaplewood Drive in Franklin.
All women and friends are invited. Watch your email for an Evite and directions.
Please bring a finger food or beverage to share. For more information contact
stbsecw@yahoo.com or call Sue Pichert at 478-2431.

St. B’s Family Christmas
Sunday, December 20, 7:00PM

Mark your calendars now to celebrate the season with the St. B’s
Family Christmas concert. Many in the St. B’s family offer their
gifts during what has become a favorite event of the season. This
is a chance to see the faces of all the talent usually hidden up in
the loft. You won’t want to miss it!

Christmas / Winter Nursery Help Needed
The babies and toddlers of St. B's need you! We are currently scheduling volunteers for the
Winter Quarter: December, January and February.
This is a perfect ministry to plug into if you love little ones and want to serve
others. You can sign up for once a month or just one time this quarter. We need
volunteers for either service and for either the baby/toddler room or the 2/3
year old room.
We are also currently in need of two people to volunteer to serve in the
nursery for the Christmas Day service (ages 0-3).
For answers to your questions or for more encouragement, please contact
Meredith Flynn, Nursery Director, at 673-0377 or mandjflynn@comcast.net

Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net
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From Biscotasing to Nashville
Cason and
landing
anywhere but
the church
msscribbler@comcast.net
parking lot was
verboten: that’s
not how you
ive years ago, His Collarship
leap out of the starting blocks.
and I arrived in the middle of
I was shocked that “the south” got
an ice storm so that he could
snow and ice at all. How could you
take his first St. B’s services, over
have magnolia trees and ice
Christmas. Scheduled to fly in from
hanging out in the same
Toronto rather than the Pittsburgh
neighborhood? It was
area where we lived, we faced a
only the beginning of our
blustering storm that closed all the
discoveries about the
airports between Toronto and
south.
Cleveland. But we were on a mission!

RUMINATIONS
by Marjie Smith

F

As airport after airport grounded
planes, we pointed the car south and
drove until we found one. Our son
Aaron, parked in the back seat, was on
three cell phones; Our daughter
Adrienne, in London, Ontario, was
checking weather conditions in various
cities while Abby Ellis, who was
working the church oﬃce, found us
tickets. The weather swept us as far as
Cleveland, where we were able to fly
out just before that airport closed.
The first onerous task we faced was
managing our way on the ice-slicked
roads that were spewing cars into the
ditch as if they were Matchbox toys
skidding across a polished floor.
Further, we were doing this negotiating
in the borrowed car of Don and Nancy

Some 35 years ago, in a
railway community along
the Canadian Pacific
Railway line in Northern
Ontario, we had faced
the same sense of
adventure in entering the
unknown. We were
assigned summer
placement in the Diocese
of Algoma, my husband’s
sending diocese, a diocese
Top: Drawing water from the well in Chapleau.
Above: Fr. Jerry rings the church bell.
that is geographically larger
Below: A view of the church from the railway tracks
than many states. It was
the end of His Collarship’s
knew existed.
second year of seminary. I was 22 years
old and the mother of a three-monthLondon was a sprawling city in the
old baby when we climbed aboard the
middle of Ontario’s most prosperous
passenger train bound for Chapleau,
farming area. Chapleau was a compact
Ontario, our main
little town carved out of the bush to
base for the summer.
serve the forestry and railway
Chapleau was just
industries. Houses hunkered close
shy of 1,000 km
together like cereal boxes on a shelf.
(about a 12-hour
Homes hewn out of the wilderness
drive) north of our
rarely have expansive yards, unlike
home in London and
those that spill forth into farm fields.
still only part way
For some of the time that summer, we
across the gigantic
were filling in for the rector in
province of Ontario.
Chapleau, during his vacation. But
I was going into my
much of our time was spent in a small,
own backyard that I
isolated community called Biscotasing,
never even
Continued on next page
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Biscotasing to Nashville (continued from page 8)
accessible only by railway or an
almost impassable trail that
took four or five hours to
maneuver. Biscotasing, to put it
on the map, was one of the
stomping grounds of Grey Owl,
made famous by Pierce
Brosnan, who portrayed the
infamous British
conservationist masquerading
as a genuine Aboriginal.
When we arrived in Bisco, we
found ourselves assigned to a small,
one-room cabin attached to the
church. There was no indoor plumbing
or even a pump. We were serviced by a
community well located several
hundred yards from the church and by
an outhouse that sat squarely in the
middle of the church yard and required
walking through the church to access
it. For cooking, we had a two-burner
hotplate. For wash water, we had a
beautiful, pristine lake across the
tracks or our rain barrel. It took
half a day to heat the water to wash
the baby’s diapers in a galvanized
tub.
We subsisted primarily on fresh
pickerel, which we caught in the
lake, Indian bannock, which the
church warden’s wife taught me to
make and whatever canned veggies
we could get from the dual purpose
general store and liquor outlet.
Whether it was being so young or
having grown up camping, I do not
know, but hauling water, boiling
diapers and rinsing them in the lake
didn’t prove overwhelming. The
biggest stress was dealing with
amorous, alcohol-infused men and
worrying about bears, which had
invaded the town the summer before
because of a scarcity of berries. The
teenage daughters of the store owner
were only a few years younger than I.
We spent a fair amount of time

together and they watched
our daughter when we
wanted to go canoeing or
fishing.

Top left: Adrienne in the cabin.
Above: A view of the railway tracks from the church
Below: Ice on a leaf near the Cason’s home, during
the first Winter in Nashville.

St. John’s, Bisco, and St. B’s,
Nashville, both part of our history,
were equally foreign. The little church
could almost fit in St. B’s narthex.
There were few amenities in that town

and the only person that seemed at all
aﬄuent was an American tourist from
Port Huron who had a beautiful
summer home overlooking the bay.
Rodney was a wonderfully resourceful
man who provided gas lamps for the
church and found propane fridges for
the community. Somewhat perplexing
for him was why our little daughter
discovered her laughing mechanism
while visiting him and triggered it
every time she saw his cheerful face.
Perhaps, though, 33 years ago
Nashville wasn’t the city of diversions
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and opportunities that it is today.
Whatever the case, the issues of
ministry do not change whether people
come from plenty or need; whether
they have letters after their name or
barely enough education to read a
train schedule. People take their
strengths and weaknesses into all
the crevices of the world that they
inhabit and build bridges and speed
bumps with them.
Five years after finding out that the
south gets ice, I have found it to be
home. I am comfortable with its
ways, although, much to my
disappointment, I will never grow a
Tennessee accent: hence, we will
continue to consume pies, not “pahs.”
The sounds, sights and smells of the
south are compelling and we have
learned to survive August weather. In
particular, I have come to love the
people that built the south and were
birthed into its ways. You are a
treasure as rich as the people of
Northern Ontario came to be to this
woman who grew up half way between
Biscotasing and Nashville.
Thank you, people of St. B’s, for being
you and thank you for letting us be
part of your lives.
The Branch - Dec. 2009 - Page 9

Oﬀ the Record: A Little Closer

A

nadara Arnold needs a savior.
This is what she is saying
when she walks through the
doors of our sanctuary. And this is
what she sings about on her latest
CD, A Little Closer.
Anadara is one of many gifted
musical artists who’s CDs line the
walls outside our bookstore. More,
she’s one of many who
also may share a pew
with you on any given
Sunday morning. With
this new series called Oﬀ
The Record, it’s my
desire to connect you
with these parishioners
and their recorded
music, and to share with
you the stories of their
call to follow the heart
of God and live as
musical artists in this
world. The artist’s way is
a mysterious path, but
the artists themselves
don’t have to be a
mystery. May God bless
our community as we
reach out to deepen our
relationships with one another, and
with those outside the church walls.
Anadara grew up in a musical home
in Carlsbad, California. Her mom
sang in a number of bands through
the years when Anadara was growing
up, including their church worship
team, who often rehearsed in
their home.
At four-years old, Anadara started
taking group piano lessons. She ate
up films like The Sound of Music,
Annie, and any Shirley Temple movie
that showcased the little starlet’s
singing and dancing. When Anadara
was eight, Kelly Willard, a wellknown singer and songwriter of
worship music, performed at their

church. Kelly made
an indelible
impression on
Anadara, and
inspired her to try
her hand at
songwriting. She began formal vocal
training at 13, and received an
enormous amount of encouragement
from her teacher, Sarah Lopez, to

pursue music professionally.
Thankfully for us, she heeded Sarah’s
advice. Her latest CD, A Little Closer,
is a beautifully woven tapestry of
love, friendship, pain and
community. She sings of embracing
the risks and rewards that come with
loving another person, including
Jesus. There is a vulnerability and
honesty in her songs that is
disarming and challenging. Yet she
isn’t preachy; it’s as if she’s
entrusting you with a few pages of
her diary, because she thinks you’ll
somehow find hope and
encouragement in her story.
Stylistically, there are hints of
Christian music artists Out Of The
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OFF THE RECORD
by Adam Wirdzek
Vestry Member
Grey, Susan Ashton and Kim Hill,
with 1970’s singer/songwriter
sensibility. The production is warm,
and there is an organic, cozy feel to
the record. Much of this is
attributed to Anadara’s
voice; she has an inviting,
natural tone, with the
right amount of inflection
to invoke the spirit of the
song. A Little Closer is an
easy record to listen to,
but it is not disposable or
vaporous; repeated
listening will reveal the
nuances in Anadara’s
delivery, and the depths of
her thoughts and
reflections.
Whether you buy her CD,
or hear her singing in the
loft, Anadara’s music will
draw you in, and invite
you to pause and reflect
on the meditations of your
own heart.
What was it that set you on the
path to be a musician?
Perhaps my time away at college is
what finally set me on the path to be
a musician. Going from sunny
southern California to snowy upstate
New York was quite an adjustment. I
spent a lot of time inside and learned
how to play guitar by writing songs. I
was also studying music, so being in
an environment where creativity was
celebrated and other people were
interested in musically collaborating
was really invigorating. Eventually, I
started performing at the local coﬀee
Continued on next page
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Oﬀ the Record: A Little Closer (continued from page 10)
houses and clubs around Syracuse. I
grew to love the dynamic of writing
songs alone in a solitary place and
then taking them out into the world
and sharing them in the context of
a community.
What led you to Nashville, and
what has your musical journey
been like since you've been here?
Rocky (my husband) and I met in
New York City where he was
developing as an architect and I was
writing and playing music around the
area. We were getting married and
wanted to move somewhere with a
slightly slower pace than New York
City. We visited and fell in love with
the “big city with a small town feel”
vibe that attracts so many people.
It was very interesting to move to
the Bible belt from New York City,
where Christian culture is not as
prominent. During my first few years
living in Nashville, I started leading
worship regularly at the church we
were attending and began writing
and recording some songs for a label
that was starting up called Spring
Hill Worship. When I first moved to
Nashville, I identified myself solely a
singer/songwriter, so opening myself
up to the idea of leading worship was
terrifying. However, it did feel like
the place where God was using me
the most.
How has looking forward to
raising a child affected you in
your calling?
I am definitely looking forward to
seeing the world through our son’s
eyes and to being inspired by simple
things that are happening every day
that I’ve yet to be made aware of. It
seems that songs of mine that people
respond to the most are songs that
have been birthed out of my life

experiences. I’m sure I will stumble
on a new kind of joy and experience
a new set of anxieties and fears, and
I’m curious to see how that aﬀects
my writing and worship.
What do you hear God calling you
to as a performer, and as a
member of our faith community?
I am becoming certain that part of
my calling has to do with the healing
nature of music and worship. I hear
God calling me to gain a better
understanding of what that actually
means and how I can most
eﬀectively be used in that capacity
for Him. I appreciate that the
worship community at St. B’s is not
performance based and that people’s
gifts are incorporated and shared.
I’ve loved being a part of that
community and look forward to
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continuing to serve in that way. By
the looks of my growing belly I hear
God calling me into the land of
parenting and hope to connect and
walk beside other moms within our
community.
There is a song on my latest record
called “I Need a Savior” that I wrote
when we first started attending St.
B’s. It was inspired by how taken I
was with the celebration of the
mystery of faith, the emphasis on
community and the unspoken
invitation to come as you are. I long
to contribute to the authentic and
loving community that St. B’s is and
stay open to how God wants to
shape and move me to further His
kingdom here on earth.
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What’s The Buzz?
Rediscovering the Traditions of Advent
THE WONDER OF IT ALL
by Carla Schober
Director of Family & Children’s Formation

T

he season of Advent is a season
of anticipation, of waiting. No
matter if it’s from a spiritual or
secular view, there’s a buzz in the air
that is all about preparing for a special
day. As expected, some are putting
wish lists together for their family,
friends and themselves. Some,
Christian or not, are looking for ways
to serve others and make the world a
better place. And still others are
dreading the season out of hurts from
their past or loss of income. Whatever
the buzz, we as believers have the
amazing blessing and responsibility of
truly knowing and walking through
this season in the anticipation of
Christmas with Christ as center.

In our tradition, Advent is to be a time
to reflect on the Old Testament
promises of the nativity of Christ and
the expectation of His Second
Coming. Both are equally important. It
is up to us to see how these truths are
communicated in our homes and
community. At St. B’s, we have many
that are new to the traditions of this
season. They are unfamiliar with the
Advent Wreath, the Jesse Tree or the
thought that the Christmas “season”
doesn’t end on Christmas Day but
oﬃcially starts and lasts an additional
12 days. Others, like me, find it
exciting to re-discover old and watch
for new traditions each year. With this
in mind, over the years, our leadership

team has accumulated a lot of
resources about Advent and Christmas
traditions. We’ve also have had the
pleasure of hearing story upon story of
diﬀerent ways to celebrate Jesus’ birth,
from extended family celebrations to
unique cultural experiences. If you are
looking for new or additional ways to
celebrate His coming this year, please
don’t hesitate to contact me or any of
the children’s formation staﬀ and we’ll
be more than happy to help. I
encourage you, if you aren’t already, to
take advantage of the “buzz” and allow
this Advent to bring about anticipation
of the Holy Spirit’s movement in your
lives in new ways.
From the leadership of Family and
Children’s Formation, may the
Lord richly bless you and
your family this Advent
season with deep and
rich anticipation of
His coming.

Women of St. B’s - Making Connections
A Letter from Bev Mahan, St. B’s ECW President

A

s we enter our third year as the
ECW (Episcopal Church
Women) of St B’s, the
leadership team recently reflected on
the book of Ruth to direct our prayers
for the women’s ministry. In the story
of Ruth and Naomi, we see examples
of women being loyal to each other,
expressing love and kindness to each
other, valuing and learning from each
other though they were diﬀerent ages
and from diﬀerent cultures, and
sacrificially seeking the best for
each other.

This is the vision we have for the
women of St B’s in the coming year.
We want to be women who make the
eﬀort to be available to one another, to
be open to learn from one another, and
to make meaningful connections. As
we journey together, ask God to be in
these interactions, transforming and
restoring us for His purposes. Pretty
exciting, isn’t it?

Chapelwood Drive in Franklin. I want
to personally invite you to come by and
get your Advent season started by
celebrating with the women of St B’s.
For directions and more information
contact stbsecw@yahoo.com.

Beverly Mahan
President, St B’s ECW

Our next opportunity to be together
and make connections is the annual
Advent Party on Monday, December 7
from 6-8 PM at my house: 228

Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net
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Christmas Eve Pageant
A Family Celebration
by Carla Schober
Director of Family & Children’s Formation

C

hristmas Eve is less than a
month away and if your family
has plans to stay in town, hopefully
those plans also include celebrating
Jesus’ birth with your St. B’s family on
Christmas Eve.
The children’s Christmas Eve pageant
is a St. B’s tradition unlike any you’ve
probably been
involved in. This
pageant gives
opportunity for the
children to act out
the Christmas story
from their
perspective. There
aren’t any lengthy
lines to memorize
or solo auditions.
The plot hasn’t
even changed for
over 2,000 years!
However, each year
the profound simplicity of
the birth of our Savior as
portrayed by the children
is a delight for everyone
who attends.

EVENTS

s

Pa
participate. Please feel free to invite
children of friends, neighbors and
family to the rehearsal.
It’s been said that this night is
organized chaos. We can just imagine
and wonder about that same innocent
chaos on the hills above Bethlehem as
shepherds prepared to leave their
sheep and see a baby in a manger that
was Christ the Savior.

arsal
e
h
e
R
geant
1st Rehearsal

Saturday, December 19
9:30-11:30
Drop your children off in the parish hall
between 9:15 & 9:30. Join your child and
help with their costume(s) at 11:15 in the
gym. (Note: this rehearsal is only for
children 4 years through 6th grade. 2 & 3
year olds may participate – watch for
additional information in the weeks
ahead.)

2nd Rehearsal
Sunday, December 20
10:30-11:30
Join us downstairs in room 110. If your
child is unable to attend the rehearsal on
12/19 but still wants to participate on
Christmas Eve, please contact Carla.

Interested in helping?
Information meeting and sign-up:
Sunday, Dec. 6, between 10:00 & 10:20
in the children’s formation office.
If you have any questions about this
year’s pageant, or if you’d like to help,
please contact Carla Schober at
512-1969 or carlaschob@gmail.com.

As many of our church
family know, the St. B’s
children look forward each
year to their opportunity to
share the story of Jesus’
birth with the parish. The
children, with limited help from their
parents, make their own costumes
with the supplies we have onsite. The
children take their parts seriously and
through this opportunity gain a very
real sense of the wonder of the night
as well as their own ability to lead and
serve. A child does not have to be a
part of our parish to
Photos of last year’s pageant by Jon Zadick
Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net
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Treasurer’s Report
A Letter to the St. B’s Family from the Treasurer and Junior Warden

D

ear St. B’s family,

It has been a while since you
have received a detailed update from
the parish leadership about the parish’s
financial health, and we think it is a
good time to bring you up to speed on
where we are. As of the date of this
letter, we are happy to report that we
are in better shape financially than we
expected to be seven months ago. As
you may recall, in April, the vestry
revised the 2009 budget by cutting
spending in the amount of $163,869.
Even after making these budget cuts,
many of us braced ourselves for the
possibility of having a significant
budget shortfall by now. As of the end
of October, our budget shortfall was
only $9,827 and only recently has the
parish had to draw on a line of credit
to fund its working capital needs. We
are grateful for your constant prayers
for the financial health of this parish.
It is important that you know that the
parish still needs to receive a
significant amount before year end to
avoid posting a loss for 2009. Since the
beginning of the year, as of the date of
this letter, the parish ha received
$998,450 in contributed support. To
fund the revised 2009 budget, the
parish needs to receive $238,867
between now and the end of the year.
The vestry is aware of this need and is
praying that the parish will receive at
least $350,000 in contributions
between now and the end of the year,
which will carry us into the new year
with a cash position that will preclude
our having to draw against a credit line
next year.We hope that you too will
join us in praying for a
bountiful December.
There is one concern which some of
you have and which we believe should

be addressed squarely. St. B’s is an
eclectic community, and there is no
doubt a diversity of opinion in our
parish relating to the national church
(that is, The Episcopal Church). Some
of you have expressed deep concern
about the direction of the national
church, in particular its relationship
within the Worldwide Anglican
Communion. Those who have these
concerns should be aware that St. B’s
does not send financial support to the
national church.When you give to St.
B’s, you are giving to your St. B’s family
and our community.

year. The vestry has worked hard to
earn your confidence and trust. Please
prayerfully consider St. B’s when you
consider your year end giving.

Charlie Reasor, junior warden
Dan Cleary, treasurer

* Please note this letter
was submitted on
November 14. All
numbers referenced
are as of that date.

We want you to know how much we
appreciate your faithful giving this

Why the new carpet if we’re low on cash?
by Pam White
Director of Operations
So, why are we fixing the playground and putting in new carpet when we
have limited cash and had to use our line of credit at the bank to pay our
November bills?
The money that is being spent on facility repairs and improvements is money
from a restricted account called the Nehemiah Fund. “Restricted Fund”
means that we legally can only spend the money in the fund on the intended
purpose it was set up for, which in this case is facility repairs
and improvements.
So as nice as it would be to be able to “borrow” from the Nehemiah Fund
during our cash crises to pay for our day to day expenses such as utilities,
salaries, mission and ministry expenses, we are legally and morally obligated
to spend this money only on facility repairs and improvements.
The cash issue which Fr. Jerry and senior warden Andy Valentine have
communicated to the parish refers to our operating and ministry expenses.
We have done a good job of keeping our operating expenses down in
conjunction with our revised (May 2009) budget. The concern now is that we
are able to bring in the needed income to meet the lowered budget in
December amid the current economic situation.
Please join the vestry, clergy and staff of St. B’s in prayer for the finances of
our church as we close out 2009, that He will be glorified and His
Kingdom advanced.
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From Glory to Glory
The title “From Glory to Glory” comes from Paul’s revelation into
God’s eternal destiny for each of his children. “And we...are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.”

Anniversaries
Scott & Katherine Emerson&
Paul & Lynn Nelson&
&
Gary & Mindy Mumme& &
Campbell & Rebecca Metcalfe&
Henry & Deborah Martin&
David & Nancy Pollitt& &
Tim and Angela Lauer& &
Jerry & Mimi Verner&
&
Marshall & Evelyn Weems&
Ed & Joan Schoenberger& &
Mark & Susan Powell& &

12/1
12/15
12/16
12/19
12/21
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/29

Birthdays
Paul Kent Brown &
Emma Burns & &
Meredith Flynn &&
Steve Thorne & &
Greg Droman & &
Susan Houston & &
Margaret Peel & &
Mark Powell & &
Himmie Gustafson &
Walwin Vialdores &
Maggie Anthony &
Ann Denson & &
Tom Sherrard & &
Dan Simpson & &
Ethan Stranch & &
Hannah MacLachlan &
Michelle Olson & &
Peggy Scholes & &
Allie Surina &
&
Jim Bowman & &
Stephen Garth & &
Gail Richey &
&
Harry Xanthopoulos &

&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&

12/1
12/1
12/1
12/2
12/3
12/3
12/3
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/8
12/8
12/8
12/8
12/8
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/11

Brandon Ennis & &
&
Nicole Deane & &
&
Damon Xanthopoulos & &
Seth Brown &
&
&
Lily Emerson & &
&
Campbell Metcalfe &
&
Thomas Petillo & &
&
George Hughes Clements &
Clara Earley & &
&
Kathy Edwards & &
&
Mavis Harrop & &
&
Laurie Roe &
&
&
Malcolm White &&
&
Dane Anthony & &
&
Sarah Bell Earley &
&
Hudson Price & &
&
Marti Castellon &&
&
Denise Kemp & &
&
Arlene Fulmer & &
&
Avian Hall &
&
&
Tommye Corlew &
&
Paige Craig &
&
&
Jason Xanthopoulos &
&
Sam Alcott &
&
&
Michelle Ferguson &
&
John Wyse &
&
&
Kyrie Hall &
&
&
Wyatt Maxwell & &
&
Sonza Vialdores &&
&
Sam Carruthers-Thorne & &
Jordan Fenton & &
&
Josiah Batarseh & &
&
Angela Lauer & &
&
Cora Claire Villager &
&
Will Granbery & &
&
Brian Hampton &&
&
Nathan Mennen &
&
Lauren Day Miller &
&
Polly Edwards & &
&
Albino Gur Maror &
&

Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net

12/12
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/18
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/23
12/23
12/23
12/25
12/25
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/31

Baptisms
11/1 Jude Adam Barmer
Parents, Krista & Jason Barmer
11/15 Stella Hope Lauer
Parents, Angela & Tim Lauer
11/29 Hudson James Tylor
Parents, Abigail & Nathaniel Tylor

Births
11/16 Elena Sinead Hall
Parents, Thomas and Carmen Hall
11/20 John "Collier" Hayden
Parents, Josh and Anna Hayden

A Note of Thanks
To my St. B's Family,
I was so very touched by all of the
lavishing kindness shown to me
during my recent car accident.
My beautiful flowers, food, cards
and fellowship will always be
remembered. Thank you for the
love shown to me. May God bless
each of you.
Mary Alice Parker
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ANNUAL EPIPHANY CELEBRATION
CHILI COOK-OFF AND BONFIRE: JANUARY 10
When: Sunday, January 10, 2010
Where: The gym, the parish hall, the fire pit
Time: 5:00pm
Who: All ages. This is a great event in
which to invite neighbors and friends.
What: A celebration of Epiphany, the time
when the three magi visited the infant
Jesus.

Don’t
Forget to
save your
tree

Sign up sheets to bring chili will begin soon. As always,
contestants are encouraged to decorate their table area as there
is an award for best presentation. The St. B’s family enjoys a
great community dinner of chili, salad and dessert while the chili
participants battle for bragging rights of having the best chili at
St. B’s.
At the conclusion of dinner, everyone
heads outside for the traditional
Christmas tree bonfire.
Please save your Christmas trees
and bring them to the designated
area between the church and parish
hall building for the bonfire anytime
after December 25th.

The Branch - DecDecDec 2008 Page 16

