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“I am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.
This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.”
John 15:5,8 NIV

Our Mission
We are a family of believers
(kingdom community), on a journey
to the fulfillment of our
God-given purpose.
Our mission is:
1) To bring people to know
Jesus Christ;
2) To provide clear and life-changing
discipleship training;

In the Sudanese tradition all newborn babies are brought to the local parish church and are
blessed by the priest. Following the ancient instruction to Abraham that children were to be
circumcised when they were 8 days old, these families try to bring their newborns on or
before the eighth day of their life. On the 13th of November the Chol's brought their
newborn Emmanuel to church, seven days after his birth, to have him blessed.
Photo by Bev Mahan, Verger

3) To help people discern their life’s
purpose and provide
opportunities for them to fulfill
that purpose in ministry and
mission. The fruit of our endeavor
is that God be glorified in all the
world (worship).
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Caught!
Justin Cole, a leader of
the Creation Care
Crew, on the evening of
Sunday, November 14,
is caught in the church
kitchen, separating the
recyclables that have
been thrown in the
trash. Send your photos
of parishioners caught
in the act of serving to
editor@stbs.net

Submissions for the next issue of
The Branch must be submitted no
later than January 1. Articles can
be sent to: editor@stbs.net
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The Dance: An Invitation for Advent

T

here is a spectacular YouTube
video finding its way around
cyberspace this month. It is a
taping of a group called The Great
Chinese State Circus dancing a portion
of the famous ballet Swan Lake.
The word “awesome” seems far too
meager when trying to describe this
video!
The interpretation of the score is, in
and of itself, creative and inspiring, but
viewers are taken quite by surprise as
they watch the central dancer be lifted
to the shoulders of her partner and
then begin a series of intricate moves
included pirouettes on each of his
shoulders. The dance is capped oﬀ
with the primary dancer on the head of
her partner balanced on her toes as if
she were on the floor.
The poise, balance and focus needed
for such a masterful representation of a
very popular dance is truly awe
inspiring. What might have otherwise
been a repetition of ballet done with
historic ritual was transformed into a
presentation that transfixed the eyes of
every member of the audience.
I have thought about this video a lot
lately because it seems to me that
these same three things are needed in
our lives if we want to faithfully dance
with Jesus. (Is it sacrilegious to liken
following Jesus to a dance? I hope not!)
I meet people regularly who fall into
one of three categories.
There are those who diligently walk
routinely with Christ but lack
inspiration.
There are others who struggle for any
focus or balance in their lives and
consequently lack integrity or
consistent steadiness.

There are those who are
bored and just waiting
for the end to come.

KINGDOM TALK
by Fr. Jerry Smith

I would like to suggest
this Advent season be a
time to do something
about our lives in Christ
so that we are energized, focused and
more balanced. Ultimately it will be
good for us and it will certainly
improve our representation of Christ
in the community. It has been said that
the biggest hindrance to the growth of
the Kingdom of God is the witness of
God’s very own children.

I would like to suggest
this Advent season be a
time to do something
about our lives in
Christ so that we are
energized, focused and
more balanced.
I don’t know much about dancing (my
wife Marjie will attest to this) but I
suspect that that Chinese ballerina
needed to develop a few skills in order
to accomplish the dance moves she
did. She needed to develop the right
muscles. She had to train herself to
breathe properly. She needed to attain
an inner confidence and calm. And she
had to learn to trust her partner. On
top of all this, and maybe foundational
to learning to dance, she had to learn
to both listen to and live the music.
All of these are things we need to learn
as well, but only one at a time.
This Advent, let’s focus on creating the
environment in our lives to start
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Rector

hearing the music of the dance we have
been asked to join.
I invite you to begin the practice of
reading at least one of the daily oﬃces
every day for the Advent season. This
might be Morning Prayer, noon-day
prayer, Evening Prayer or compline,
along with the assigned scriptural
readings for the day. Taking one of
these on will add about 15 minutes to
your daily routine but it will get you to
the place where you can start to learn
the moves.
There are many who read the word
“discipline” with suspicion but it takes
discipline to develop that which is
necessary to do most anything
successfully.
I am inviting you to begin a new
discipline this Advent season. Evaluate
your life for a day or two and then join
us on the journey of creating an
environment (personal as well as
corporate) in which Jesus can be
increasingly known and made known.
The benefits are numerous, but first
and foremost will be establishing a
place in your life for Christ to enter and this is pretty Christmassy! After all
isn’t that what this season is to be
about?
It is my suggestion that the beginning
of this new liturgical year be a season
to re-evaluate our lives and to
introduce some new ways to learn to
progress in our dance with
Jesus.
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ECW Music in the Vines
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conversations, and
Gentle music, pleasant
wonderful evening ripe
wine sipping created a
new and deepened
with opportunity for
gathered - some of us
friendships. The ECW
n
- October 22 at Arringto
brought our husbands
rm
wa
d
fall temperatures an
Vineyards to celebrate
s of
re spread with bountie
fellowship. Blankets we
tasty treats.
wship and changes of
With gratitude for fello
to
together as we listened
season, we broke bread
ht.
’s light. Oh what a nig
on
mo
ll
fu
a
r
de
un
rs
guita
ren
fellowship of the breth
Thanks be to God for
and the opportunity to
outside of our church
r
fully, inside church, fo
gather together again, joy
continued worship.
- Marilyn Blankenship

Photos by Marjie Smith
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ECW Music in the Vines
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All women of St. B's are invited for a night of
fun, food and fellowship. Please bring finger
food or a drink to share.
Date: Monday, Dec. 6
Time: 5:30 - 8p.m
Location: Pichert home (email
stbsecw@yahoo.com for directions)
RSVP: RSVP to the "Pingg" you got in your
email or to stbsecw@yahoo.com
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Update on the Powells
Connecting Eﬀectiveness and Humility

R

ecently I visited Mark, Susan,
Meredith, Evan and Ethan
Powell (St. B’s missionaries) on
their home turf in Kandern, Germany.
The Powells serve at a boarding school
for the children of missionaries called
Black Forest Academy. BFA meets a
real need by allowing foreign
missionaries to remain in the field
when their children’s academics
transcend what mom and dad are able
to provide. As such, the staﬀ at BFA
provides more than just quality
instruction. They become a surrogate
family - oﬀering support, guidance and
presence (every dorm has a married
couple living in them who “parent” the
20 or so residents) - to the students
who grew up in diﬀerent cultures all
over the world. Their work is not only
a sacrifice but truly a labor of love.

But who, you may ask, oﬀers support,
care and guidance to the BFA staﬀ?
Increasingly, it is the Powells. While
Mark’s job as school counselor and
Susan’s role as librarian aﬀord them
many opportunities to impact
students, what struck me during my
visit was the way the school staﬀ
leaned on the Powells as well. Time
after time the staﬀ would gush to me,
“You don’t know how important the
Powells are to us here at BFA. They are
making such a huge diﬀerence!” And
from what I can tell, they are indeed
right.
However, what the Powells kept
sharing with me was not how much
diﬀerence they are making, but instead
how much they are learning. During
my visit we talked often about how life
in Europe and BFA has given the
family a broader Kingdom perspective.
Examples include deeper appreciation
of ecology as a spiritual discipline (Did

A MISSIONAL LIFE
by Fr. Dixon Kinser
Assistant Rector for Youth & Young Adult Formation

you know in
Germany you pay for
your garbage but
recycling is free?
That’ll change your
behavior.) and the
reality that proximity
to so many diverse
cultures can actually
unmask your own
judgmental attitudes.

Pilgrimage to Germany:
Summer 2011
St. B’s is coordinating
a pilgrimage and
service trip to
Germany and France
for the late spring of
2011. The Powells (St.
B’s Missionaries) have
asked for a team from
our community to visit this summer and serve with
them at Black Forest Academy as well as worship
and pray at other sites in the region. The trip will be
led by Fr. Dixon and is tentatively planned for May
24-June 4. It will include service at the Black Forest
Academy, a time of retreat at Taize in France and
other stops at sites of Christian significance.

What I think is so
healthy about what
the Powells are up to
is the connection
they have made
between eﬀectiveness
If you are interested, send an email to Annie in the
and humility. While
church office (churchoffice@stbs.net) so we can
some may see a call
know if this is worth pursuing. Once the final details
come in and there is
overseas as
enough interest, we
certification
will call an
of their
informational
Christian
meeting and share
elitism, the
the firm price and
Powells have
dates. Contact Fr.
found just
Dixon with any
the opposite
questions.
to be true.
They really
seem to be living Jesus’
I came away from my time with the
teaching that anyone who wishes to be
Powells feeling encouraged in my faith
great in the kingdom of God should
and reinvigorated to pursue the
seek to be the servant of all. This
connections between missional
upside down Kingdom reality has its
eﬀectiveness and humility. It is a tough
fingerprints all over the Powells
lesson to learn, but with examples like
ministry and I think explains why they
Mark, Susan, Meredith, Evan and
are having the great impact they are.
Ethan I am encouraged to take the
next right step.
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Jane Stranch appointed to sixth circuit court

T

he values that guided Jane
Stranch when she was
president of St. Bartholomew’s
Episcopal Church Women and vice
chancellor of the Episcopal Diocese of
Tennessee will be the same ones that
direct her in her new lifetime
appointment to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit.

It is one of the many things in
which she believes. She is also a
firm believer in hard work; in
faithfulness to her family, her
church and her community and in
justice and, therefore, advocacy. All
these fuel her work ethic and will be
invaluable as she enters into a level of

She believes the heart of opposition is
often lack of understanding rather
than being right and that the way to
negotiate through polarities is to focus
on what the parties hold in common.

msscribbler@comcast.net

with the judicial system. But she does
not believe in miracle cures. The only
way she believes it can be strengthened
is piece by piece.
“I hope to be a part of
mending some of the anger
that has resulted from
people believing systems
don’t work the way they
ought to: the courts don’t
work the way they ought to;
justice doesn’t work the way
it ought,” she says, but she
believes, as Martin Luther
King put it, “the arc of
history is long but it bends
towards justice.”

Until her approval on
September 13 by the U.S.
Senate, Jane was a managing
partner in the Nashville law
firm Branstetter, Stranch &
Jennings, PLLC, where she
worked alongside her father,
her husband, Jim, her
brother and her son. She has
developed a national
practice in labor and
employment law over the
last 30 years.
She describes herself as a
woman of faith and a woman
of politics. But in the middle
of that, she is also a bridge
builder. One of the things
she fears in society is
increased polarization. Part
of the issue in drawing
people together is
encouraging the
relinquishment of judgment
in order to “figure it out.”
She quotes Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, “If we could
read the secret history of our enemies
we should find in each man's life
sorrow and suﬀering enough to disarm
all hostility.”

by Marjie Smith

She does not expect change
to be instantaneous, but she
believes “it is important to
be in on the ground floor of
doing things that are just,
within the system.” Nor does
she hold illusions that
creating a strong and just
system will make everyone
happy.
“When you work hard to
establish the fair rule of law,
Photo by Marjie Smith the results may not be as
satisfying to people as what
the judicial system that has
their ultimate goals are, but
known deep divisions and tackles
you
have
to
have an even yardstick,”
complex issues.
she says. “You have to treat everyone
On November 8, Jane was formally
the same under the law and in the long
invested in her new position. As a
run that makes the law just, but it
strong believer in systems, she looks
doesn’t meet everybody’s
forward to working towards
expectations.”
strengthening one in which she has
For systems to work, she believes the
placed her life’s work and faith. She
frameworks must be built and then
knows people are disillusioned,
sometimes justifiably sometimes not,
Continued on next page
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Jane Stranch (continued from page 7)
properly used. But that won’t make
them automatically flawless.
“If people are looking for magic, in the
church, in the law, in the legal system,
it is not going to be there because it is
a real world and these are systems run
by people, but the systems can run
better,” she says.
And that’s why she feels a strong
calling to work within a system that
aims to provide a mantle of fairness
and justice. The sense of call came as
somewhat of a surprise to her given
that she never wanted to sit on the
trial bench. Perhaps, she reflects, it is a
residual of that youthful desire to
change the world. The diﬀerence, she
finds, is that when you are young “you
feel you can sweep in and change the
whole world; and when you get older, I
think you come to recognize that you
can only change the corner that God
has put you in.” And even then, she
adds, you can only do it sometimes,
and even sometimes is a great success
when you weigh it against the
situation.
She will miss doing advocacy work. It
is her passion. But she finds
reassurance in her sure sense of calling.
As one of the 16 members of the Sixth
Circuit Court, she will hear appeals
from federal courts in Tennessee,
Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio.
It was this faith in the rightness of the
position that kept her from
succumbing to frustration during the
lengthy waiting period between her
nomination by President Barak Obama
in August of 2009 and her approval by
the Senate. She believes that when the
calling is right, so is the process. There
were hidden benefits in having time to
tidy things up in her practice before
moving on.

Rooted in a love for and
commitment to family, Jane
brings a strong sense of
working things through to
the position. Her family is
close relationally and
geographically. “There are
wonderful advantages and
great diﬃculties in that
kind of closeness but to me
it has been a blessing,” she
reflects.
She brings that same
commitment to her church
life. Jane and her husband
Jim raised their four
children at St. B’s, where
they began attending in
1973. She was surprised how
much she valued the liturgy,
since it was foreign to her,
having grown up Baptist.
Liturgy, she says “is a way of
marking the important
things about life and calling
them to our attention. Without
liturgies some of those things pass by
unnoticed.”
Jane has actively participated in
church activities and service. As well as
serving as president of the ECW and
diocesan vice-chancellor, she has done
diocesan committee work related to
her profession and served on ministry
teams, including New Covenant
ministries. In the broader Nashville
community, she served as the first
board chair of the Bellevue YMCA,
and has led capital campaigns for the
YMCA and St. Luke’s Community
House. She served for over a decade on
PTA executive boards for Metro
Nashville Public Schools, and has
served on the Vanderbilt University
School of Law National Alumni Board.

Photo by Marjie Smith

Even at this level, she strongly believes
in working through systems. Systems
create opportunities, she believes. She
points to the ECW framework as an
example: “If you want opportunities
for women to get together, to minister
to each other, to learn together, to
serve together then you need a
structure to hang all that on. And
ECW is a very good one.”
She compares it to family holidays.
“You don’t go on holidays with family
because it is going to be wonderful and
fun the entire time, although it can be.
You do it because you are creating an
opportunity for those wonderful, fun
relationship things to occur,” she
reflects. Likewise, she believes church
ministry oﬀers a unique opportunity to
reach out alongside others and develop
strong relationships through it.
Continued on next page
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St. B’s Family Christmas
Sunday, December 19, 7:00PM

Mark your calendars now to celebrate the season with the St. B’s
Family Christmas concert. Many in the St. B’s family offer their
gifts during what has become a favorite event of the season. This
is a chance to see the faces of all the talent usually hidden up in
the loft. You won’t want to miss it!

Jane Stranch (continued from page 8)
“Our social circle, our friends, while
larger than the church really, I think at
core, have grown from our church
relationships. I think that is so
important for a family because it
automatically gives you reinforcement
of the values that help your family stay
strong,” she says.
When you live out your faith in “a
church that is reflective of faith,”
beliefs and values cease to be
theoretical, she points out. You will
encounter conflict, anger,
manipulation – all the human failings.
“Why somebody would think they
could go to church and it would be
magically perfect when the world is
not is beyond me,” she says, adding,
“The church is not only the reflection
of what we are as humans but
sometimes a magnification of our
humanity.”
She has discovered that in the process
of working things out you discover
your own failings and that you can’t do
it on your own.
“Maybe being in church draws you to
your knees,” she laughs, “which is
probably where you ought to be. It’s
just like being in a family. It makes you

want to cut oﬀ your head sometimes
but it is working through that teaches
you something about yourself and
about the family.”

The church is not only
the reflection of what
we are as humans but
sometimes a
magnification of our
humanity.

Jane’s undergraduate degree is in
English and though she initially
wanted to teach, she was drawn
towards law, a decision not
uninfluenced by her respect for her
father, Cecil D. Branstetter, Sr., who
founded the firm in 1952. She has
found within the practice of law the
opportunity to teach and present.
What she also discovered was her love
for shepherding complex cases towards
resolve. She thrives on long-term
projects.

Please recycle. The Branch can also be read online at www.stbs.net

Her father’s work as a labor lawyer
helped forge her interest in that line of
work, which was unusual for women at
the time. She developed a national
practice in labor and employment law,
specializing in complex Employee
Retirement Income Security Act
(ERISA) litigation.
Jane has no intentions of having her
head turned by her new position. She
has seen the results of pride. With her
customary humor she says, “I guess the
reality is that I’m more afraid of the
dangers than desirous of the results (of
conceit).” She is also well aware that
nothing she does is accomplished on
her own.
When she is not Judge Stranch, Jane
will continue to do the things that give
rest to her soul: spending time with
her two young grandsons, Gus and
Hudson; walking with husband Jim and
their three dogs by the river and sitting
down with a good novel. She loves the
constructs novelists create for belief.
“In some ways fiction grapples with
what is important in our world, which
is kind of what religion grapples with
too,” she reflects.

The Branch - Advent 2010 - Page 9

5th & 6th Grade Club: Overnight Retreat

L

ast month, under the leadership
of Dave and Dana Mennen and
their team, our 5th & 6th grade
club headed oﬀ for an overnight
retreat at a lake house in Kentucky.

We weren’t quite sure what to expect
when planning to have a dozen or so
children we barely knew overnight a
few hours from home. At this age it’s
quite possible that any child can
behave diﬀerently from one day to
the next. One day a child can be
emotionally secure, the next day
that same child, for no apparent
reason may become shy. Then this
same child may begin to think they
know it all and act out. Yet,
through a series of planned
activities, devotionals and an
interesting trek to a local cheese
factory, all the children came back

THE WONDER OF IT ALL
by Carla Schober
Director of Family & Children’s Formation
safe, sound and comfortable with each
other. The children were able to be
themselves and any prior reservations
seemed to disappear.

Clockwise from bottom: The girls react to the smell of cows at Kenny's Farmhouse;
Micah Pressnel, Josh Daniel, and James Robinson on the edge of Barren River
Lake; Gracie Mennen, Ava Poindexter, and Anna Truss at Gary and Mindy Mumme's
Lake House; Our Saturday hike in the State Park; James Robinson and his dad, Jim
at the Farmhouse; The group learning how cheese is made at Kenny's Farmhouse.
Photos by Margaret Granbery

The mission of the 5th & 6th grade club is to foster a sense
of community that enhances our students’ relationships with
the Lord, their parents, their church and each other. We aim to
provide a community in which they build trusted friendships
with their peers and are led by adults who model Christian
character as our students transition into adolescence.
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Sacred Spaces
Lessons from the Vergers Guild Annual Conference

J

ust days after the last Branch was
published, in which I wrote about
some holy places I have visited,
the 129 year old Immanuel Chapel
at Virginia Theological Seminary
burned down. The loss aﬀected so
many Episcopalians who studied and
worshipped there, including St. B’s
own Margaret Peel (see page 13 for
an update from Margaret). Their
reactions and sentiments confirm
what I have been learning as I visit
churches and cathedrals: spaces
can be sacred.
In October, I attended the Vergers
Guild of the Episcopal Church
(VGEC) annual conference, held
this year at the National Cathedral
in Washington, DC. Though only
102 years old and completed
during George H.W. Bush’s
presidency, the cathedral is as
beautiful and spectacular as any I
have seen. It was a unique
experience to be a part of the life
of a cathedral for four days, rather
than the usual 20 minute tour
before rushing oﬀ to the next stop
on my itinerary. I was able to
appreciate the ministry of the
cathedral and staﬀ beyond existing
as a tourist destination. I attended
a choral evensong led by the boys’
and men’s choirs, morning prayer with
the cathedral staﬀ, the annual acolyte
festival, a Sunday service of Holy
Eucharist, and even a Sunday School
class led by the Dean of the cathedral.
I had the thrill of joining the
procession for two services, and the
privilege of helping serve communion
at one service. Most importantly, I
encountered God there, and He
continued my education about Himself
and me.

Because the verger ministry is out
front and very public, and includes
some element of authority, I see a
potential for trouble, for ego
involvement and power grabbing, and
I’d like to think that I can avoid those
sins. For example, I took several

WALK THIS WAY
by Beverly Mahan
Verger

questions, comments, and greetings.
Likewise, while I was a little
uncomfortable adding the “bling”
of the diocesan crest and the crest
of the VGEC to the vestment, I do
think it is important, as a
representative of St. Bartholomew’s
Church, to acknowledge our
communion with the diocese and
the guild.
One thing I learned at the
conference is that what I wear
represents the lowest end of the
“flashiness” spectrum. Among
vergers from the US, Canada, and
the UK in attendance, there were
vestments in every color of the
rainbow. Trim ranged from my
velveteen to velvet to animal fur.
Some wore lacy jabots around their
necks. Other vestments had so
many patches that they reminded
me of an eagle scout in uniform. I
prided myself on my understated
and humble vestments.

Before the Sunday service, during
months
Washington National Cathedral.
which the vergers would join the
Photo by Beverly Mahan
before
procession, I went into the
deciding
sanctuary one hour early and
what to wear during
selected a good seat from which I
services, because I wanted to blend in
with the rest of the worship team, and
didn’t want anyone to think that I see
myself as junior clergy. But as soon as I
started to wear the black and gray, I
realized the benefits. The worship
team can more easily find me when
they need something during a service,
and I am regularly sought out by
visitors and church members with
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could watch the cathedral vergers in
action. I sat there until finally, just
before the service was to begin, a
cathedral verger came to explain to us
how to line up for the procession.
After we moved to the back of the
nave, the VGEC oﬃcers appeared, and
took their places at the front of our
line. I realized immediately that this
Continued on next page
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Sacred Spaces (continued from page 11)
meant I would not get the seat I had
selected for myself, that I would be
pushed back. Even worse, they would
get good seats without having paid
the price of staking them out long
before the
service began. I
stewed about it
during the
procession; I
fumed about it
from my “less
than I deserved”
seat.

still feeling disgusted with myself. A
tourist stopped me to ask some
questions about the service. I realized
that I was the only verger in the nave
since the rest were still at the high
altar, and that
she stopped me
because of what
I was wearing.
The vestments
are not the
problem, and
God can use
them for His
purposes. The
Then the ushers
problem is the
seated some
heart of the
cathedral
person wearing
visitors in vacant
the vestments.
seats ahead of
The tourist’s
me, and my first
eyes filled with
thought was that
tears as she
even latecomers
described the
are getting
blessing the
better seats than
service had been
me. That was
for her and her
when God broke
children. In
through my haze
spite my sin of
of selfThe high altar at Washington
self-importance,
National Cathedral.
centeredness. I had to
God used the
Photo
by Beverly Mahan
acknowledge, with shame,
encounter with
that visitors should have
the tourist to bless me with a
better seats than vergers, and that I
reminder of the privilege it is to serve
was behaving like the guests at the
Him as a verger.
wedding feast who took the best seats
for themselves, only to suﬀer the
So the National Cathedral is added to
indignity of the host asking them to
my list of sacred spaces. Thanks be to
move. Eventually I noticed that I
God for meeting me in that beautiful,
really could see quite well from where
holy place, and to St.
I sat.
Bartholomew’s Church
for the opportunity to
After the service, the vergers
grow in the grace and
gathered at the high altar in front of
knowledge of our Lord
the church for a picture. The
and Savior Jesus
“peacocks” found themselves spots in
Christ.
the front and center. It was painful to
see myself, my thoughts and attitudes,
reflected in their behavior. As soon as
the picture was snapped, I made my
way toward the back of the cathedral,
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Mark Your Calendars!

St. B's Welcomes
Bishop N.T. Wright
It is a joy to share we have confirmed
that Bishop N.T. Wright will be the
guest of our parish on the weekend of
May 21 & 22, 2011. We have yet to
confirm the details of the schedule for
the weekend, but it will include some
events on Saturday the 21st, during
which he will teach us how to more
effectively read scripture, then he will
be preaching at both services on
Sunday the 22nd. Mark this weekend
on your calendars now so you don’t
miss this great event!

Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, Dec. 4
The next Men's
Breakfast will be held
on Saturday December
4. Dr. Morgan Wills will
be the speaker.
Coffee time is at 8am
and breakfast is served at 8:30. Cost
is the usual $5.00

St. B’s MDO News...
St. B's Mother's Day
Out currently has an
opening in our 2 year
old class on Monday
and Wednesday.
For more information,
contact Suzy Floyd at 373-4633 or
stbspreschool@stbs.net.
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An Update from Margaret Peel
A Busy Fall Semester at VTS

D

ear St. B’s family,

First of all, I want to say that I
miss seeing all of you each week and
hope the Fall finds you well in
Nashville. As some of you may know, I
started my seminary studies this past
August and have moved to Alexandria,
Virginia outside of Washington D.C. to
attend Virginia Theological
Seminary (VTS).

in History of Anglican worship
(Liturgics), New Testament, Old
Testament and a class exploring Field
Education opportunities for next year.
My practical theology course had us
working at a field site for several weeks
as a way to view our ministry from
another perspective. I was assigned,

I am taking classes towards a
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) on
the ordination track. It has
been a great experience thus
far. I have a variety of
classmates from all over the
United States and the world,
including students from
Dominican Republic, Cuba,
Haiti, Kenya, Philippines and
Hong Kong just to name a few!
It is always interesting to me
to see how people worship in
their own cultural contexts.
Every Friday we have an evening
prayer service led by an international
student(s). Some of my favorites have
been the services led entirely in
another language; so far that has been
in Hebrew, French, Spanish and even a
combination service from my friend
Florence who is Malaysian and from
Hong Kong so the service was in Malay
and Mandarin! It is a beautiful thing to
hear the Lord’s Prayer read in another
language. The experience always
transcends the words, for me, and I am
reminded we are all Christians
worshipping the same Lord.
As for my classes, this semester I have
a full plate. We have two quarters
within the first semester so I have
already completed a Practical Theology
course, Hebrew, and Church History I.
This quarter I am continuing my study

with four other seminarians, to a
shelter in Washington, D.C. dedicated
to serving homeless women. They
believe homeless women are in a
unique situation and they oﬀer
residential services, job training or help
finding employment in addition to a
shelter and meals. We worked with
women who were mentally ill or
addicted or unemployed and often we
were there to simply clean their
kitchen or chat with them over a meal.
My favorite experience at N Street
village was working in their garden.
Picture urban D.C. and a little plot of
land, maybe 40 square feet, in a
concrete jungle; this was their space
for a garden. The women have planted
peppers, tomatoes and basil. It was
such a joy to prune the basil and
tomatoes and have the women come
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up to me and ask questions. They were
curious to know the progress of
something they had helped or seen
planted from seed. Oﬀering them the
fruits of their labor whether it was a
red tomato or a bag full of basil was
incredibly rewarding and their joy was
so precious. One of the residents was
working as a chef and we
spent a long time
pruning and picking basil
for her creation of a new
pesto recipe. I am very
grateful for that
experience; it has taught
me a lot about women in
their situation and the
human condition.
Sharing our lives with
each other is a powerful
experience.
Some of you may have
heard of the recent fire
here on campus at VTS.
Our beautiful 129 yearold chapel (our common
worship space/church) burned down on
October 22. Thanks to those of you
who have already expressed your
concerns and oﬀered prayers—they are
much appreciated. We are currently
worshipping in the lounge by the
dining hall and are working on plans
for a temporary chapel; it has been
quite the first semester!
Please feel free to contact me,
mpeel@vts.edu or Virginia Theological
Seminary, 3737 Seminary Road,
Alexandria, VA 22304. It would be
great to hear from you.
Best wishes for a pleasant holiday
season and see you at Christmas!

God bless,
Margaret Peel
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Christmas Eve Pageant
A Family Celebration: 4:30pm Christmas Eve
by Carla Schober
Director of Family & Children’s Formation

C

hristmas Eve is less than a
month away and if your family
has plans to stay in town,
hopefully those plans also include
celebrating Jesus’ birth with your St.
B’s family on Christmas Eve.
The children’s Christmas Eve pageant
is a St. B’s tradition unlike any you’ve
probably been involved in. This
pageant gives opportunity for the
children to act out the Christmas
story from their own perspective.
There aren’t any lengthy lines to
memorize or solo auditions. The plot
hasn’t even changed for over 2,000
years! However, each year the
profound simplicity of the birth of our
Savior as portrayed by the children is a
delight for everyone who attends.
As many of our church family know,
the St. B’s children look forward each
year to their opportunity to share the
story of Jesus’ birth with the parish.
This is not a big production, but it is a

big opportunity
for a child. The
children, with
limited help from
their parents,
make their own
costumes with the supplies we have on
site. They take their parts seriously
and through this opportunity gain a
very real sense of the wonder of the
night as well as their own ability to
lead and serve. A child does not have
to be a part of our parish to
participate. Please feel free to invite
friends, neighbors and family to the
rehearsal.
It’s been said that this night is
organized chaos. We can just imagine
and wonder about that same innocent
chaos on the hills above Bethlehem as
shepherds prepared to leave their
sheep and see a baby in a manger that
was Christ the Savior.

5th & 6th Grade
Christmas Party &
White Elephant Gift Exchange
When: Saturday, December 4th, 3:30-5pm
Where: The Schober's, 9264 Hunterboro Dr., Brentwood (if lost,
call 512-1969)

EVENTS

s

Pa

arsal
e
h
e
R
geant
1st Rehearsal

Saturday, December 18
9:30-11:30
Drop your children off in the parish hall
between 9:15 & 9:30, then join us to help
with costumes at 11:15 downstairs in the
designated rooms.
Note: This rehearsal is only for children 4
years through 6th grade. 2 & 3 year olds
may participate – watch for additional
information in the weeks ahead.

2nd Rehearsal
Sunday, December 19
10:30-11:30
Join us downstairs in room 110. If your
child is unable to attend the rehearsal on
12/18 but still wants to participate on
Christmas Eve, please contact Carla.

Interested in helping?
Information meeting and sign-up:
Sunday, Dec. 5 and Dec 12, between
10:00 & 10:20 in the children’s formation
office.
(If you’ve helped in years past, feel free
to email Carla and let her know what
you’d like to help with, no need to meet.)
If you have any questions about this
year’s pageant, or if you’d like to help,
please contact Carla
Schober at 512-1969 or
carlaschob@gmail.com.

What to Bring: A wrapped white elephant gift to trade
($5 or under), snack for 10.
RSVP: To Carla at carlaschob@gmail.com no later
than Thursday Dec. 2. Friends welcome (must be
in 5th or 6th grade).
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From Glory to Glory
The title “From Glory to Glory” comes from Paul’s revelation into
God’s eternal destiny for each of his children. “And we...are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.”

Anniversaries
Scott & Katherine Emerson"
Elizabeth & David Madeira % "
Gary & Mindy Mumme" "
Lynn & Paul Nelson"
"
David & Nancy Pollitt" "
Mark & Susan Powell
"
Ed & Joan Schoenberger
"
Jerry & Mimi Verner
"
Evelyn & MarshallWeems! "

12/1
12/29
12/16
12/15
12/26
12/29
12/28
12/27
12/27

Birthdays
Sam Alcott
Cameron Andrade
Dane Anthony
Maggie Anthony
Jim Bowman
Paul Kent Brown
Seth Brown
Emma Burns
Sam Carruthers-Thorne
George Clements
Willo Collins
Tommye Corlew
Paige Craig
Nicole Deane
Greg Droman
Clara Earley
Sarah Earley
Kathy Edwards
Polly Edwards
Lily Emerson
Brandon Ennis
Jordan Fenton
Michelle Ferguson
Meredith Flynn

12/23
12/08
12/18
12/08
12/11
12/01
12/14
12/01
12/26
12/16
12/23
12/21
12/21
12/13
12/03
12/16
12/18
12/16
12/29
12/14
12/12
12/26
12/23
12/01

Arlene Fulmer
Corinne Garner
Stephen Garth
Will Granbery
Himmie Gustafson
Avian Hall
Kyrie Hall
Brian Hampton
Mavis Harrop
Susan Houston
Denise Kemp
Angela Lauer
Hannah MacLachlan
Wyatt Maxwell
Nathan Mennen
Lauren Miller
Liam Muckala
Michelle Olson
Thomas Petillo
Mark Powell
Hudson Price
Gail Richey
Peggy Scholes
Tom Sherrard
Dan Simpson
Ethan Stranch
Steve Thorne
Carol Tomlin
Sonza Vialdores
Walwin Vialdores
Cora Claire Villager
Malcolm White
John Wyse
Damon Xanthopoulos
Harry Xanthopoulos
Jason Xanthopoulos
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12/20
12/24
12/11
12/28
12/06
12/20
12/25
12/28
12/16
12/03
12/19
12/27
12/09
12/25
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/09
12/15
12/05
12/18/
12/11
12/09
12/08
12/08
12/08
12/02
12/10
12/25
12/06
12/27
12/16
12/23
12/13
12/11
12/21

Baptisms
11/28 Leah Grace Woolbright
Parents, David & Grace Woolbright

Births
10/13 Eliza Joy Netherland Swihart
Parents, Miriam & Seth Swihart
10/21 Caroline “Blair” Gollapudi
Parents, Kelli & Vijay Gollapudi
11/11 Kendall James Thorpe
Parents, Kendra & Chris Thorpe

Transfers In / Out
Anne Denson - Transfer Out

Rooftop is a
nonprofit
organization
supported by St.
B’s and other faith-based
congregations. Their mission is to
provide rental assistance to individuals
and families in need of emergency
financial help, in order to promote
stability, prevent homelessness, and
provide hope.The Community
Foundation awarded Rooftop over
$70,000 in grant money to assist flood
victims in Davidson County. As they
work to distribute the grant money for
flood victims, they are in need of
volunteers to call clients, confirm
information, and set up appointments.
This can be done from your home. If you
are interested, please respond to
lisawooley@comcast.net.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Calling All Hands!
We’re hosting the Diocese and we need your help
The annual CONVENTION of the EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TENNESSEE will take
place at St. B’s Friday and Saturday, January 21 – 22, 2011. As the churches of our
diocese come together to celebrate the Faith, and consider the work of this diocese
and our place in the larger Communion, we find ourselves blessed again by the
opportunity to present to our guests a glimpse of St. B’s worship and hospitality.
To put our very best foot forward, we will need help from all corners of the
congregation from set-up, welcoming, pointing folks in the right direction, food service
and worship to clean up. Please volunteer some of your time and talent during this
celebration. Sign-up sheets will be in the narthex and parish hall before and after services
starting the last Sunday of November.
With any questions, please contact Dorman Burtch (your Junior Warden) at 390-4808 or
butchburtch@comcast.net, or Pam White in the church office at 377-4750 ext. 103 or pwhite@stbs.net.
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